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Dear Praying Mission Partners,





  

     November 5, 2012
We are so thankful to be able to have people like you supporting the Lord’s ministry so faithfully. Your prayers and financial support mean so much that I believe only when eternity comes will we see the full impact of it all. In this letter I would like to take some time to explain how you can effectively pray for the ministry here. Paul said in Romans 15:30, “strive together with me in your prayers to God for me”. Paul realized the importance of having faithful prayer warriors behind the scene lifting the ministry up in prayer. Since I became a missionary to the Philippines nine years ago I have identified four main areas in which we need consistent and serious prayer and I want to take some of your time to highlight those so you can be better equipped to pray for us.
(1) Pray for more people to be genuinely saved. The Great Commission the Lord gave us in Matthew 28 includes evangelizing, baptizing, and discipling. Evangelizing is the first part and it is the process of bringing the lost to the Savior. Without evangelization there would be no baptisms and, therefore, no one to disciple and no local churches. By God’s grace, we are free to evangelize in almost any way we want to here in the Philippines; we can knock on doors, preach in schools, preach in streets, and use almost any means to get the Gospel to lost people. Over time, I’ve found the most effective method of soul-winning here is one-on-one witnessing. In every area we have started a work we have focused #1 on evangelism.
There are a lot of people here who have hard hearts and don’t want to hear, but there are also those who are interested. Among those who we find willing to listen, the majority seems to only be curious, but sometimes they come to the point of truly trusting in the Lord from the heart. Therefore, pray for the hearts of people to be open and truly receptive to the Lord. Paul prayed for the salvation of lost people in Romans 10:1 and I too believe that praying for lost people is very important. Their eyes have been blinded by the devil and someone needs to intercede for them and then share the Gospel to them. 
Pray for them to be GENUINLY saved. I use the work genuine because there are lots of imitations these days. Here in the Philippines you can purchase Nike shoes and Oakley sunglasses for just a dollar or so, but these are only imitations, not the real thing. The same is true among so many professed Christians as well. The Lord warned us that there would always be tares in the wheat, but in many circles it seems there is only some wheat in the tares and that’s what we want to avoid. We want to see people turning their backs on sin and serving the Lord faithfully in the local church. A church filled with lost, unconverted people is pointless.
(2) Pray for more men to surrender to full-time ministry. The Lord would have us to get the Gospel to lost people all over the Philippines, not only in a few areas. The key in seeing this happen is to train up called men for full-time ministry. I never forget the Lord’s statement in Matthew 9:38, “Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourers into his harvest.” This statement emphasizes the great need for men to give their lives to full-time ministry work. It’s impossible for one man to successfully lead multiple churches in different areas. Over the years, I have assisted in getting works in other places up and running, but getting a full-time pastor to lead out in a particular area is vital. 
Training up people for full-time ministry is what I would personally identify as the most complex part of mission work that really demands a lot of patience. You can bring a lost person to Christ by sharing the Gospel to them in just half an hour or so, but training up a believer for ministry takes several years. In one church I know of (which makes all the typical claims of being a scriptural church) a man walked in and made a profession of faith, was baptized, and within just a few months was ordained into the ministry. I promise you that we will never do things that way in our ministry. Our goal is to avoid training up hirelings who are looking for their 13th month pay; we want to see people dedicated to the Word and ready to sacrifice for service. That’s exactly why I started a three-year Bible school here where people can become equipped for ministry. Please pray for God to call more men into the ministry and that they would yield to His calling. Please pray also that the people we are sending out will go on to start Bible schools in other places as well.
(3) Pray for more churches to be planted and to become faithful to God’s mission. The local church is the body of Christ and is God’s instrument for winning the lost and strengthening believers in the faith. Our vision in sending out people to other places is to evangelize the lost people there and organize them into a local church. When others become missionaries and go out and plant churches they replicate the work that you have done! This, of course, is what we see throughout the book of Acts, especially in the ministry of Paul as he planted so many churches in different places and trained up people to lead them. Paul is such an inspiration, he got so much done for the Lord in so little time and he did it the right way. When I compare myself I get depressed sometimes and feel lacking, we ask you to pray that God would use us even more.
While planting a church is difficult, the process of “watering” (1 Cor 3:6) is perhaps more difficult. What I mean by “watering” is the discipling; the training up of the believers to understand God’s will and commands for them and to bring them to obedience. We strive to bring local churches to the point where they are self-supporting and self-propogating. On a recent Sunday I preached in the morning service that our churches need to grow spiritually and in the afternoon I preached that we need to grow in number. Both spiritual and numerical growth are what we are striving and praying for, please pray for us in these regards.

(4) Pray for more of an impact in other nations where we can send foreign Filipino missionaries. A mission work should not be limited to a certain area or even to a certain nation. The Gospel is for all nations and our mandate is to teach the Gospel to every nation. Many churches (especially throughout the Philippines) take no part in supporting mission works in other nations. I’m not sure why they fail to do this when the mandate is so clear. Even when I talk to some pastors they seem to have very little understanding and/or desire of being involved in world missions; they often seem to be on the way to Tarshish instead of Nineveh. Two of our churches are already financially supporting foreign mission works throughout Asia through their faith promise missions giving. I’m very grateful to the Lord to see this and I only want to see more. Ultimately, we are praying to see people called from within our churches to become foreign missionaries, please pray for this also.
Brethren, please continue praying for the request we’ve mention in recent letters along with the four areas of prayer I’ve focused on here. You may not realize it, but I promise you that the Lord is answering prayers, more so than any of us probably realize. Thanks so much for allowing God to use you!
Yours in Christ,

Ferguson family

Matthew 4:17, “Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
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What a blessing to see an elderly person serving the Lord faithfully!
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What a blessing to see the kids coming to church!
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What a blessing to see someone serving the Lord in a simple way such as driving a tricycle for church!
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These sweet kids always come to church!
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This elderly man who is very ill has heard the Gospel and made a profession of faith. This man would have never heard how to be saved if someone didn’t go halfway around the world to tell him. Maybe God is calling you to do the same; will you answer the call so more can know of the path to Heaven?
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Josh is growing up fast; he’s almost as tall as Sis Leena here!
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Growth is so beautiful, even more so spiritually. Are you growing in your faith?
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Recent family picture. Thanks for your prayers and support!
! Check out our webpage for pictures and videos !
(Look under the “Multimedia” area)

- You can also see lots of pictures on Jeremy’s Facebook -
Please pray for us always!








